HEWITT	 HISTORICAL	 SOCIETY	 !

APRIL	 2ND,	 2013

The Good News
2013: the Year of the Lending Library!

Hewitt Historical
Society Cookbook!

13 of the 15 people involved in unloading the new
bookshelves for the Lending Library on 3/25/13!

Hello friends! Wow, time is flying, the birds are returning and
could it be that Spring is finally in the air? It has been a little over
a year since our last Good News letter and as always life is pretty
darn good here in Hewitt! Thank you to everyone who has made a
contribution to the Historical Society or volunteered at the
Museum this past year. In 2012 we saw nearly 700 people pass
through the Hewitt Museum door! This was a 35% increase in
attendance from 2011 and 120% increase from 2010! 2013 is
shaping up to be a special year. Just last week, 15 sturdy backed
souls helped unload Al’s bus load and Karen’s heaping trailer full of
bookshelves. (Thank you Al Knutson and Karen & George Kramer
for your generous assistance with transporting the shelves!) These
shelves were purchased for $400 and a bag of candy bars from the
Eagle Bend Public School Library. This purchase of shelving was
made possible by a “Round Up” grant from the Todd Wadena
Electrical Coop. Society member Lawrence Denny was responsible
for applying for the $400 grant and has since received another for
nearly $900 from Todd-Wadena to be used in the Lending Library.
Thank you Lawrence, Eagle Bend School and Todd Wadena Electric
Coop! This shelving was greatly needed since there have already
been nearing 10,000 books donated for the Hewitt Museum
Lending Library! Go to page 3 for more on the Library...

!

The Hewitt Historical
Society is compiling a
cookbook and we need
your help! Do you have
a favorite family recipe?
Something you make for
every church potluck?
A handwritten note from
your grandmother
telling you how to make
her famous 'slaw? We
are asking you to send
us a few of those recipes
you couldn't get along
without so we can add
them to our collection.
We would love it if you
included a few lines
about where the recipe
came from, maybe the
first time you had it,
how it fits into your
family traditions, or the
cook who introduced
you to it.
Continued on page 3...
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In the summer of 1878, two covered
wagons drawn by oxen, moved slowly into
the new township of Stowe Prairie. This
outfit carried the hopes and fortunes of
Henry Hewitt, the man for whom one of
Todd County’s thriving villages was named.
Mr. Hewitt, as may be inferred was not the
first settler in the township, for that honor
is given by the present state of inquiry to
Amos Stowe who settled there three years
previously. Henry Hewitt was born in
Milwaukee County, Wis., in which state he
grew to manhood and married. He was the
son of Joseph and Mrs. Hewitt, natives, we
believe, of Pennsylvania. In 1865 Henry
Hewitt married Miss Martha Woolard,
who was born in England and had come
with her parents to America when she was
quite young. After a few years of married
life in Wisconsin, the young people moved
to Minnesota settling at Springfield, in this
state. After several years’ residence in
Brown County, Mr. Hewitt, as his son tells
us, was attracted to Todd County by its
Henry & Marsha Hewitt; founding cheap land, fertile soil and fine timber. He
sold his belongings in Springfield and set
father and mother of the City of
Hewitt!

4/4/1957 70 tons of dried buttermilk drops thru Hewitt Hall floor.
Community Hall, once the civic center for all gatherings for the
residents of Hewitt, sustained major damage last Saturday when two
carloads of dried buttermilk crashed through the floor and into the
basement. The buttermilk had been stored in the building by the
Bertha creamery pending its eventual disposal. The Hall is the
property of the village of Hewitt and Stowe Prairie Township and for
years had been the focal point for all Community activities, including
roller skating and dancing. A frame building with brick and stucco
front it had not been in use for some time past. Who shall pay the
cost of repair is still a moot question between the village oﬃcials

and the creamery. (Photo is listed as being from 1930’s)

!

out for Todd County with all his
possessions in the two covered wagons
drawn at the beginning of the journey by
two teams of horses, Fred, the son, driving
one team and Mrs. Hewitt driving the
other. The Father occupied himself driving
his cattle. On the way Mr. Hewitt traded
both horse teams for oxen and the
remainder of the journey was made in the
slow, sure way of ox-team transportation.
Fred Hewitt wrote: “The nearer we got to
our destination, the poorer the roads were,
and when we got there, they were merely
trails and some of them we made ourselves.
The land in Stowe Prairie Township
consists mostly of hardwood ridges with a
marsh between and these marshes were
very soft; they called them featherbeds, or
floating bogs; the only places where they
could be crossed with a team were on the
beaver dams. Game was plentiful, there
being deer, bear, wolves, foxes and a few
lynx. Partridges, rabbits and passenger
pigeon were quite plentiful. Taken !om O.
B. Delaurier Township History; Thursday Sept.
15th, 1938 (Todd County Histories)

Membership Plaque
The new Lifetime Member
roster board has been
completed. The project was
undertaken by Mahlen’s
Trophy of Wadena. The cost
of the project was donated
by Lawrence Denny. The new
board will be displayed
along side the Centennial
Plaque beginning this
spring. New lifetime
members’ names will be added
as soon as their memberships
are recorded. A life
membership costs $50 and
allows you to lend up to 5
books at a time from the
Lending Library.
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Michael Dagen

Cookbook
M

continued from

page 1....

The style of shelves purchased from
the Eagle Bend Public School Library.
Lending Library continued from page1....

We hope that this library will
increase the visitors to the
Museum and draw in new
members to the Historical
Society. Along with the increase
in visitors and members, we hope
that having a Lending Library at
the Museum will extend the hours
of operation. One of our next
steps, besides organizing the
bookshelves, will be the purchase
of a computer and scanning
system for the Library to
catalogue the books. The goal is
to someday have internet access
available at the Museum for the
public to use. The more people we
can find to volunteer hours at the
Library, the more days it will be
open so if you are interested and
available please contact the
Historical Society.
The Hewitt Historical Society
has been very fortunate to receive
assistance from Lissa Kramer with
creating a website. This new site
can be found at:
hewitthistoricalsociety.weebly.com

Thank You Lissa! We hope to see
or hear from you all this year! Yours
Truly, Michael Dagen

!

We would also love your
short stories about your first
time in the kitchen, how
your family prepares a
favorite meal, or a special
cook in your life. If you
have an old photo of kitchen
happenings, that would be
great, too! We want
contributions from everyone
with a Hewitt connection, so
ask your family, friends, and
old classmates. The more
varied the contributors, the
more unique our cookbook
will be! Just send your
recipes, story and/or photos
by June 30th to us at:
Hewitt Historical Society
PO Box 73
Hewitt, MN 56453.
Or email us at:
hewittmuseum@gmail.com
We know that together, we
can create a wonderful and
fun testament to our area's
history and culture, and in
the process, garner more
funds to help preserve and
restore our Hewitt Museum.
Please feel free to call Karen
with any questions at
218-924-4265. Thank you!

HELP US KEEP THE
MOMENTUM GOING!
Membership to the Hewitt
Historical Society is NOW
$5 per year and $50 per
lifetime!
June is our membership
month so if you know of
someone who isn’t a
member and should be
please invite them to be
apart of the excitement!
Your membership now
allows you to lend books
from the Library!

❉ Summer Calendar ❉
Hewitt Historical Society
meetings are held the first
Tuesday of the month at
6:30pm at the City Office.
All are welcome and
encouraged to attend!
Museum Hours:
June 1st-Oct. 1st
Sat. & Sun 12-4pm
Help us extend the hours
of operation at the
Lending Library!
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*Donating Historical artifacts
to the Museum*
If you, your family or neighbors
have interesting items of historical
value; please don’t toss them into the
trash or “yard sale” them. Give the
Society an opportunity to examine
your artifacts. If you want your
contribution to be credited to you as
giver, we will do that cheerfully. For
donation information please contact
Lawrence (218)385-4155 or Michael
at (218)924.4910 or at:
hewittmuseum@gmail.com
Hewitt Historical Society
PO Box 73
Hewitt, MN 56453

